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utensils, and prepare food for themselves in some place other than the usual kitchen. To enter this sacred place in an impure state would render the stored provisions and everything therein unclean and hence worthless. The mourners do not lie down upon a mattress, as it would be rendered unclean and call for much trouble in purification; they do not put on the coloured portions of the ordinary sacred marks; they refrain from wearing gay-coloured garments and, in various other outward ways, they manifest their defilement. During these days, it is customary to abstain from all kinds of indulgences, as, for instance, tasty food, the use of betel and tobacco or snuff, or any such personal gratifications. When the days of mourning come to an end and the purificatory ceremonial is over, things then go on as usual.
I have now given an account of the ceremonies performed at the funerals of those Hindus who practise cremation, and also of the nitya karma rites performed during the ten days succeeding the death. I proceed to describe some of the chief rites and ceremonies performed in the case of those who bury their dead, and to give some account of the shraddhas, or Hindu ceremonies for deceased ancestors.
The great mass of Hindus are worshippers of fire, in some form or other; indeed, fire worship is one of the earliest cults of India, it being one of the Vedic forms of Nature worship, a deification of the phenomena of nature, which has ever been one of the first forms of departure from the worship of the one true God. As fire worshippers, therefore, the Hindus burn their dead, making that sacred element the vehicle for the destruction of the gross and material form in which the divine element no longer dwells. There are some Hindus, however, who depart from the ordinary orthodox faith, and pay allegiance to earth (prudhivi) as a deity; and who therefore bury their dead instead of